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Re: DocketNo. R-04-021
Revisionsto RadiumWaterQuality Standards

DearMs. Gunn:

The Village of Romeoville provides potable water from twelve (12) fully
operating wells, consistingof seven (7) shallow and five (5) deep, located
throughoutthe Village’s 30+ squaremile Facilities PlanningArea(FPA). We
providewater to the residentsof the Village of Romeoville (est. pop.33,000)
andportionsofUnincorporatedWill County(est.pop. 13,000).

Romeoville has enteredinto a compliancecommitment agreementwith the
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency requiring compliance with the
maximumcontaminantlevel for combinedradium226 and 228 by December
31, 2007. TheVillage hasperformedan extensiveevaluationofall optionsand
haschosenthe co-precipitationof radiumwith Ion Exchange,concurringwith
the Illinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency’sdesignationasthebestavailable
technology.Romeovillewill be constructing5 treatmentplantsat ourfacilities.

The Romeoville WastewaterTreatmentPlants have been receiving influent
containingradiumsincetheywerefirst constructed.TheRomeovilleNorthside
WastewaterTreatment Plant #1 was placed in service in 1956 and the
RomeovilleSouthsideWastewaterTreatmentPlant #2 wasplacedin servicein
1964.

The Village of Romeoville Wastewater Treatment Plants incorporate a
combined outfall to the DesPlainesRiver just south of 135th street. It is
anticipatedthat plants dischargingto effluent dominatedstreamscould easily
exceedthecurrentstandardof 1.0 picocuriesper liter radium226.

DepartmentofPublicWorks
615AndersonDrive Romeoville,IL 60446 Tel.815/886-1870 Fax 815/886-3596 www.romeovil1e.org



Radium is alreadybeingdischargedto streamsin Illinois and thesedischarges
have been in place for many years with no known negativeimpacts. The
Village ofRomeovillestrongly supportsthecontinuationofthecurrentpractice.
Furthermore,therewill be no increasein radium as a result of the Illinois
EnvironmentalProtectionAgency’sproposalthat no standardis necessary.

Although the Illinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency hasproposeda water
quality standardwithout a numericalvalue, we believe a standardshouldbe
establishedwith a numerical value. The Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency proposal has been mischaracterizedas encouraging more radium
pollution and this perceptionwill be eliminatedwith the implementationof a
standardwith a numericalvalue. Measurablelimits will allay the concernsof
those residentsof the State that additional pollution will result from the
approvalof theIllinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency’sproposal.

TheVillage ofRomeovillehasnot noticedan impacton fish andwildlife from
radium dischargedfrom our wastewatertreatmentplants,nor have we been
notified by any State or FederalAgency of such. No increasein radium
concentrationin thereceivingstreamwill resultfrom theapprovaloftheIllinois
EnvironmentalProtectionAgency’s proposal. As a result, therewill be no
increasein the concentrationin the receivingstreamand no impactto aquatic
andriparianlife associatedwith thestream.

We believethat Water Supplies and WastewaterTreatmentPlants shouldbe
allowed to maketheir own decisionsconcerning the appropriatemethod of
compliancefor their community. Standardsshould be establishedbasedon
scienceandtreatmentmethodsselectedby communities.

Our community is facedwith the cost of implementingcompliancewith the
drinking water standard. The approvalof an overly restrictivewaterquality
standardwill require the additional expenditureof public funds without a
proven associatedbenefit to the public. The Village of Romeoville is
committed, per our agreementwith the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency, over the next twenty years of capital costs of $11,251,000 and
additional operating and maintenancecosts of $40,287,000, for a total
anticipatedcost of $51,538,000to addressRadium issuesin Drinking Water.
Water TreatmentPlantnumberone is currentlyunderconstruction,with Water
TreatmentPlant’s two and threecurrently in the designengineeringphases.



The establishmentof waterquality standardsthat eliminateexisting discharges
will result in the increasedcosts to our community and residents without
additionalbenefitsto theenvironment.

We appreciatethe opportunity to provide commentsto the Illinois Pollution
ControlBoardon this importantissueto ourcommunity.

Sincerely,
Village ofRomeoville
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